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Dr. Joel Lunell. 



A great loss to the science of taxonomical Botany was felt when 
Dr. Lunell passed away at Leeds, North Dakota, on Thursday, 
May 27, 1920. Living nearly ail his life in a region which botan- 
ically was a fertile field for investigation scarcely worked up in a 
painstaking and orderly way, he brought to his avocation a 
love of nature, a clear discerning judgment of specific differences, 
and well trained classical education. He was born in an old castle, 
"Kalmar Fort," a beautiful place facing the Baltic Sea which 
was built about the year 1000. His early schooling was finished 
with unusual honors. His studies in medicine was finished at the 
great and historical University of Upsala where Linnaeus himself 
was professor over a century previous. The remarkably broad 
education in medicine, classics, natural science which he pos- 
sessed was augmented by a keen appreciative love of music as 
well as proficiency in modern languages. During his six years of 
study at Upsala he spent his vacation as tutor in latin and music. 
Among the books he wrote and translated about this time were 
some in branches as varied as the following. He published a 
Physicians' Dietary Cook Book, and a Cook Book on Mushrooms, 
He translated into Swedish, his native tongue, from German, 
French, and English the following works. Physiologie de Got 



244 T HE > AMERICAN MIDLAND NATURALIST 

by Brillat, The Prince and the Pauper Savarin, Innocents Abroad, 
by Mark Twain, What Shall We Do? by X schernyschevsky. After 
finishing at Upsala he took a post graduate course at the Carolyn 
Institute at the University of Stockholm. In 1888 he came to 
America and became an associate to Dr. Fleisburg at St. Paul 
but longed for the frontier life of the new country and settled at 
Willow City, North Dakota, then a primeval town of a few board 
houses. Being the only physician in the whole county his zeal for 
his profession kept him so busy travelling around to help the sick 
that he was often eighteen to twenty hours without food. He was 
during these strenuous times also president of the village council, 
alderman, coroner, U. S. examining physician, and postmaster. 

Overwork forced him to relax for vacation from so many nu- 
merous pursuits ; he left several times but always came back after 
a few months. Iti 1894 ne came to Leeds where he held office as 
mayor, alderman and coroner besides his duties as physician. 

Dr. Lunell devoted his leisure time to the study of the flora of 
his region. He published some of his investigations in the Botanical 
Gazette and published several numbers of Contributions from the 
Leeds Herbarium. Most of his later writings appeared in the 
Midland Naturalist, notably a number of diagnoses of new species 
and a list of the plants of North Dakota. Unprejudiced by codes 
as a man of his broad classical training he throws aside any leaning 
to nomenclature codes of present expediency and adopted system 
of absolute priority of names for this list. He collected a large 
herbarium (30,000 plants) the specimens being remarkably well 
mounted, a collection which is scarcely without a peer in perfection 
of technique, exactness and completeness in every detail. The 
passing away of one whose love for nature was observation and 
whose pursuit of knowledge of the plants of his region was an un- 
selfish contribution to science leaves a gap that will be hard to fill. 
The following notice in the Leeds News of June 3, 1920, brings out 
other features of his life not already touched upon. 

A short time ago we were surprised to hear that Dr. J. Lunell was, ill 
at his home and that his illness was considered serious. Always an active 
man and accustomed to be about daily it was hard to believe that we had 
seen him on the street one day and that he was seriously ill the next. Such, 
however, was the case. On Friday the news that he had passed away on 
Thursday night was quickly spread through the city. Another pioneer had 
passed to his reward. 

With the passing of Dr. Lunell this generation loses one of nature's 
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noblemen. A lover of the great out-of-door and deeply interested in botany 
he mingled with flowers all his life, and the study of plants and music* was 
his chief delight. His was a sensitive nature, easily hurt, but never did he 
allow hatred to enter his heart. Kind hearted and sympathetic^ he felt 
deeply the pain and sorrow of those in trouble. Those who knew him best 
knew him as a man who followed Christ's teachings in all that he did, and 
loved him for his kindly, sympathetic nature. 

Joel Lunell was born in Kalmar, Sweden, March 30th, 1851, and* spent 
his boyhood days there. His father was Doctor of Theology and Philosophy 
and pastor of the Lutheran State Church, in which creed Joel Lunell was 
baptized. As he grew to manhood many hours were spent at the great pipe 
organ in the church and his knowledge of music gave him daily pleasure in 
later years. 

At the age of eighteen he entered the university at Upsala, Sweden, to 
study philosophy and medicine. 

He was married at Kalmar, Sweden, in 1884, to Miss Emma Swenson. 
In 1888 they came to America and settled at St. Paul where he was associated 
with Dr. Fleisburg. Later he moved to Willow City, where he practised his 
profession. In 1894 ne moved his family to Leeds and has since made his 
home here. 

In the- early days of his career he worked so unceasingly among the 
sick that his health was broken, but in spite of this fact he still carried on. 
During the flu epidemic of 19 18 he did his bit with the other and younger 
physicians, attending cases night and day until the danger had passed. 

Besides keeping up his medical practice Dr. Lunell compiled a herb- 
arium of over 30,000 specimens of plant life, including plants from all over 
the world. During the past thirteen years he has written botanical articles 
for the American Midland Naturalist, .published at Notre Dame, Indiana. 

Funeral services were held Monday afternoon from the Lutheran 
Church and interment made here. He is survived by his wife, six children 
and a brother. 



"Waterfowl in Nebraska." 



This very interesting and informing paper forms Part I. of 
Bulletin 794 of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The following 
are the contents: — Introduction; Effect of Federal Protective 
Laws; Future of Waterfowl in the Sandhill Region; Natural 
Enemies; Hunting Grounds; Waterfowl Hunting in the Autumn 
of 1 9 15; General Description of the Sandhill Region; Annotated 
List of Birds; Game Birds; Nongame Birds. 

Seldom have I enjoyed a more interesting article on bird life 
than the one under consideration. And an important element of 
this interest is the description of the Sandhill Region where Dr. 



